Winning study abroad
想去国外上大学吗？不妨看看她们是如何被录取的并成功地申请到高额奖学金的吧。
MOST graduating students across China are now making their last preparations for their National College Entrance Examination (NCEE). And a small number of Senior 3 teens have chosen to continue their college studies abroad, mostly in the US.

But how did they manage to get scholarships (奖学金) from famous foreign universities?

Two successful girls told School Edition all about their experiences.

Girl of many talents

Zheng Yi has a lot of talents (才能). A student of the High School Affiliated to Peking University, she was also a part-time reporter for CCTV's teenage programmes and a newspaper called China High School Students. Plus, she was a weekly story-teller on Radio Beijing, and the head of her school's broadcasting station. In fact, she excelled in all these jobs throughout her high school years.

"I just can't stop being busy, and I like doing different things at the same time," she said.

When CCTV, Radio Beijing and the school reduced her workload last September to give her time to prepare for the NCEE, she could not bear having so much free time. So she began searching USNEWS.com for information on foreign universities and scholarships.

Zheng sent applications (申请) to seven places chosen from the top 30 in the world. And she won places with scholarships from the University of Chicago in the US and the University of Toronto in Canada. Zheng chose the University of Chicago which offered US$50,000 per year, much more than the place in Canada.

"I have a very good friend studying in the US. She often tells me how great her life is there," Zheng said, admitting that choosing to study abroad was largely influenced by her friend. In Senior 2 she scored 657 on a TOEFL test, which her friend advised her to take.

Zheng said her wide range of interests might have been one reason for the famous university admitting her. She likes reading books on astronomy (天文), physics, philosophy, history, law and playing all kinds of sports.

Zheng plans to choose criminology (犯罪学) as her future major.

Success through hard work

Yang Meng always dreamed about going to a famous university in China or abroad. So, after entering high school, she started to collect information on how to apply for foreign universities. She also worked hard in all her subjects at school. Yang took a TOEFL test in Senior 1 and got 603, which was just above the mark needed to enter most foreign universities. She said she was the only Senior 1 student who took the test in her school — No. 1 High School Affiliated to Central China Normal University (华中师范大学第一附属中学).

"As far as I know, many high school students in Beijing and Shanghai go to study abroad. They may learn from one another. But it's not the same for me, a student in Wuhan. Few friends or classmates around me have thought about studying abroad. So I had to learn all by myself," said Yang, sadly but proudly.

She applied to five different places when she was in Senior 2, but none replied. It didn't put her off though, because she believed she learned a lot from the process.

When she was in Senior 3 last year, she again prepared the material needed for her applications and spent all her free time filling in application forms and translating recommendation letters (推荐信).

Yang also thought it'd be helpful to send more information about herself. She likes reading, travelling, writing stories and playing the piano. So she hurried to translate two essays. One was on the educational differences between the Chinese mainland and Taiwan, and the other on developing computer games. Then she recorded herself playing two pieces of Chopin (肖邦) on the piano. She also translated two stories from her collection of more than 20 published works. She sent all these to 10 out of the 30 top universities in the US.

At the beginning of this year, Yang began to get many responses, with two offering full scholarships.


She chose the University of Pennsylvania. It offered her US$144,000 for her four-year studies.

Yang said she would still sit the coming NCEE, while trying to get a visa (签证) for her trip to the US.

"It's just an experience in my life. It would be a pity if I didn't take the exam after so many years of hard work," she said.

HELP
excel v. 做得很优秀  influence v. 影响   put somebody off: 使某人灰心 

essay n. 论文response n. 回应

Directions:  For this part, you are allowed thirty minutes to write a composition on the topic How I Finance My College Education. You should write at least 100 words, and base your composition on the outline (given in Chinese) below:
1. 上大学的费用（tuition and fees）可以通过多种途径解决
2. 哪种途径适合于我（说明理由）
